


Creating a culture of excellence, 
safety and equity in perinatal 

care





What’s new with OPQIC? 

• 6 staff members (+2)

• Moved to new location

• New Grants 

• 6 Miscellaneous 

• 1 OSDH

• 2 OSDH RHTP

• Renewed Grants

• 4

• Pending Grants

• 2



• OPQIC
• Rural Regional Reorientation Program

• OB Readiness in the ED

• Postpartum Support Internation Training

• Postbirth Warning Signs

• Newborn Warning Signs

• Newborn Resuscitation Support



• OPQIC
• Expanding Care: Doulas Program – OKBEI

• Training for Doulas

• Education for community members

• Partnerships between doulas and perinatal clinicians



OPQIC.org

OPQIC.org 

http://www.opqic.org/
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The Landscape of Maternal and Infant Health 
in Oklahoma

41 birthing hospitals 
  53% rural location
  47% urban location

48,544 annual births in 2025
 
 ~76% in urban hospitals
 ~24% in rural hospitals
 Range in 2025 = <10 – 4,859 births
 ~57% covered by Medicaid
 3 tribal birthing hospitals 
 9 Birth Centers (>5 annual births)
 7 Level III or IV NICUs
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1. Oklahoma population: 4,123,288

• 69.1% NH White

• 14.0% Hispanic

• 9.4% NH American Indian/Alaska Native

• 7.9% NH Black/African American

• 3.1% NH Asian/NHPI

2. Females of childbearing age (15-44 years): 821,290 (19.9%)

• 53.8% NH White

• 16.5% Hispanic

• 8.2% NH American Indian/Alaska Native

• 7.6% NH Black/African American

• 3.6% NH Asian/NHPI

3. Female median age: 38.6 years

State Profile – Oklahoma 

1- Source: U.S. Census Bureau – QuickFacts July 1, 2025 state population estimates

2- Source: U.S. Census Bureau – 2025 Population Estimates, Population Division

3- Source: U.S. Census Bureau – ACS 1 Year Estimates 2024



Medicaid deliveries

July 2023 – June 2024

# Live births

2024 (OSDH)

~% of live births 

paid for by 

Medicaid

Overall 27,920 47,947 58.2%

White 16,857 30,620 (63.9%) 55.1%

Hispanic 7,258 9,379 (19.6%) 77.4%

Am. Indian 3,107 4,360 (9.1%) 71.3%

AA/Black 2,663 3,611 (7.5%) 73.7%

Asian/PI 795 1,563 (3.3%) 50.9%

State Profile – Oklahoma

Source: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, SoonerCare Delivery Fast Facts SFY 2024

Oklahoma State Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Health Care Information, OK2SHARE on Sep 29, 2025

Race/ethnicity of some births/claims are unknown or declined to answer 



MATERNAL MORTALITY
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• Maternal Mortality: The death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of 
pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of the pregnancy, from any cause related to or 
aggravated by the pregnancy or its management but not from accidental or incidental 
causes.(WHO Definition) Rate obtained from vital statistics and administrative data and used in the 
U.S. and OK for reporting purposes-denominator of 100,000 live births. (This definition used to 
compare U.S. to other countries.)

• Pregnancy Related Deaths: The death of a woman while pregnant or within 1 year of termination of 
pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of the pregnancy, from any cause related to or 
aggravated by the pregnancy or its management but not from accidental or incidental causes.  
Rate obtained by MMRC case review used in the U.S. and OK for reporting purposes-denominator of 
100,000 live births. (This definition most often is produced from state MMRCs.)

• Pregnancy Associated Deaths: The death is the death of any women, from any cause, while 
pregnant or within 1 year of termination of pregnancy, regardless of duration and the site of 
pregnancy. Rate used in the U.S. and OK for reporting purposes-denominator of 100,000 live births. 
(Generally, a definition associated with timing only.)

Definitions Related to Maternal Mortality



Maternal Mortality - US

Historically, over 
700 women die 
yearly in the US as a 
result of pregnancy 
or delivery 
complications.

In 2024, 649 women 
died of maternal 
causes in the 
United States.
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• Healthy People 2030 Goal = 15.7

 2022 - 2024 Oklahoma Maternal Mortality Rate* for maternal deaths 
within 42 days of termination of pregnancy is 19.4 (decreased from 
29.0 in last year’s presentation)

 2022 - 2024 United States Maternal Mortality Rate* for maternal deaths 
within 42 days of termination of pregnancy is 19.6 (decreased from 
24.6 in last year’s presentation

Maternal Mortality Rate

*MMR = number of maternal deaths (while pregnant or within 42 days of end of pregnancy) excluding accidents and 
incidental causes, per 100,000 live births

Source: Oklahoma Vital Statistics, 2022 - 2024; CDC Wonder, Mortality and Natality, 2022 - 2024







• The MMRC has reviewed 118 deaths occurring from 

2019 - 2023

• Age range: 15 - 43 years

• 34 (28.8%) were of advanced maternal age (35+ years)

• 79 cases had any Medicaid coverage (74.5%*)

• 50 deaths (42.4%) were pregnancy-related

Maternal Mortality Review

*Among deaths with known insurance status for health care 
before, during, or after pregnancy (N=106)

Source: Oklahoma Maternal Mortality Review Committee, 
deaths occurring from 2019 - 2023

Infections

7

14.0%

Hemorrhage

12

24.0%

Other

10

20.0%

Cardiac 

Conditions

12

24.0%

Embolism

9

18.0%

Top causes among pregnancy-

related deaths with an MMRC 

determination of cause of death 

(n=50)



8

Source: Oklahoma Maternal Mortality Review Committee (Deaths), Oklahoma Vital Statistics (Births), occurring from 2019 - 2023
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25.9%

*With known timing of death (N=117)
Source: Oklahoma Maternal Mortality Review Committee, deaths occurring from 2019 - 2023
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25.9%

*With known timing of death 
Source: Oklahoma Maternal Mortality Review Committee, deaths occurring from 2019 - 2023
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Source: Oklahoma Maternal Mortality Review Committee, deaths occurring from 2019 - 2023
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INFANT MORTALITY



PRETERM BIRTH PREVENTION



Percent of Births Delivered Preterm 
U.S. and Oklahoma, 2009-2025

Preterm birth = Delivery < 37 completed weeks gestation, based on obstetric estimate

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. National Vital Statistics System, Natality on CDC WONDER Online 

Database; MCH Standardized Birth File, 2010-2024
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Percentage of Births Delivered 
Prior to 37 Weeks Gestation by Race/Hispanic Origin 

Oklahoma, 2025

Source: MCH Standardized Birth File, 2024
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BREASTFEEDING











OK BF 
Mobile App

Everything 
breastfeeding families 

need, 
all in one place!



WE APPRECIATE YOUR PARTNERSHIP TO IMPROVE 
OUTCOMES FOR OKLAHOMA’S MOTHERS AND INFANTS

THANK YOU!



info@opqic.org

Thank you!

mailto:info@opqic.org


Oklahoma Statewide Needs 
Assessment of Neonatal 
Resuscitation Readiness

Sam Levin, MD



Background

• 1/3 of counties in the United States qualify as Maternity Care Deserts

• 48.1% of Oklahoma Counties qualify

• Neonatal Mortality is higher in rural vs. urban areas (3.8 vs. 3.3 deaths per 1000 
lives births)

• A survey was dissmeinatedOPQIC Summit 2025 survey representatives from 
Oklahoma Delivery hospitals and Oklahoma Children’s Transport team regarding 
the current Neonatal Resuscitation abilities & challenges



Community Hospital Responses



Community Hospital Responses



Community Hospital Responses



Transport Team Responses



Where do we go from here?

• Outreach

• Feedback on transferred newborns

• Tracking of transfers

• LMA support & training

• Apps to aid decision making and call 
initiation to higher centers

• Simulation 

• Tele-resuscitation

• Tele-simulation

• Workshops

• State Level Work Groups



OPQIC Neonatal Work Group

• OPQIC is adding additional focus groups to concentrate on needs of Perinatal 
services in Oklahoma

• If you are interested in being part of the OPQIC Neonatal Work Group, please 
contact:

 Sam Levin, MD: Samuel-Levin@ou.edu

 Denise Cole, Associate Director of OPQIC: denise@okoha.com

mailto:Samuel-Levin@ou.edu
mailto:Samuel-Levin@ou.edu
mailto:Samuel-Levin@ou.edu
mailto:denise@okoha.com


Oklahoma Neonatal 
Resuscitation Needs Assessment

Please complete the survey 
if you did not last year. 

Please share with your 
colleagues at your home 
institute.

Do not respond if you have 
already done so.

https://forms.gle/J1yMLV3r
Shp8TZn86

If you are interested in being 
part of the OPQIC Neonatal 
Work Group, please contact:

Sam Levin, MD: 

Samuel-Levin@ou.edu

Denise Cole, Associate 
Director of OPQIC: 
denise@okoha.com

https://forms.gle/J1yMLV3rShp8TZn86
https://forms.gle/J1yMLV3rShp8TZn86
mailto:Samuel-Levin@ou.edu
mailto:Samuel-Levin@ou.edu
mailto:Samuel-Levin@ou.edu
mailto:denise@okoha.com


Hospital Recognition

Providing Excellence in Perinatal Care





2026 Spotlight Hospital 
Award Criteria

•Gold Awards: 15
• Silver Awards: 9
•Bronze Awards: 4



 Spotlight Hospital Award

Providing Excellence in Perinatal Care 

2026

Bronze Award



Saint Francis Hospital Muskogee



Saint Francis Hospital South



St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center



SSM Health St. Anthony – Shawnee



 Spotlight Hospital Award

Providing Excellence in Perinatal Care 

2026

Silver Award



Ascension St. John Owasso



Chickasaw Nation Medical Center 



Hillcrest Hospital South



INTEGRIS Health Southwest Medical Center 



Lakeside Women’s Hospital



Mercy Hospital OKC



Northeastern Health System  



SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital – Oklahoma City 



Weatherford Regional Hospital 



Spotlight Hospital Award

Providing Excellence in Perinatal Care 

2026

Gold Award



Ascension St. John Medical Center 



Choctaw Nation Health Care Center



Duncan Regional Hospital



Hillcrest Medical Center



INTEGRIS Health Baptist Medical Center



INTEGRIS Health Canadian Valley Hospital



INTEGRIS Health Edmond Hospital



INTEGRIS Health Enid Hospital



McAlester Regional Health Center



http://www.okhospitaljobs.com/binary/facilities/original/415.jpg

Memorial Health System of Southwest Oklahoma

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL6i34fCiMgCFUl_kgodoRkE5w&url=http://www.okhospitaljobs.com/hospital-profiles/view?id%3D415&psig=AFQjCNHrA8i8F1Ovrgtr1Q9nyu7a_3-mgA&ust=1442938210738940


Mercy Hospital Ardmore



Norman Regional Health System 



Oklahoma Children’s Hospital at OU Health



Saint Francis Hospital



Stillwater Medical Center



CONGRATULATIONS!





https://www.okoha.com/
OHA/Publications_Resourc
es/Hospital-Story-Form.aspx

https://www.okoha.com/
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