
Birth of the baby
Collect specimen as soon 
as possible after 24 hours 
and before 48 hours of life

Collect first specimen 
before RBC/ECLS 

transfusion

Collect an additional specimen 
7 days after last transfusion

Transfusion

Newborn Screening Tip of the Month – When to Collect?

If parent is insistent on discharge 
prior to 24 hours of age, collect NBS 

just prior to discharge.  A repeat 
NBS will be recommended when 

initial age of collection is <24 hours.

If no NBS was collected prior to first transfusion, collect 
NBS at normal recommended time (24 hours plus one 

minute) or as soon as able after that time, no later than 
3-7 days of age.

14 Days of Age, or prior to 
discharge, whichever 

comes first.

Collect specimen as soon 
as possible after 24 hours 
and before 48 hours of life

NICU OR SPECIAL CARE 
ADMISSION

If transfusion is needed before 24 hours of life
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