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The Division of Blood Disorders is proud to offer its “Public Health Webinar Series on Blood Disorders.” 
This webinar series provides evidence-based information on new research, interventions, emerging issues 
of interest in blood disorders, as well as innovative approaches in collaborations and partnerships.

t o p i c :

Women and Girls with Bleeding Disorders: 
Challenges in Diagnosis and Management  

g u e s t  p r e s e n t e r :

Robert Sidonio, Jr. MD, MSc

Associate Director of Hemostasis and 
Thrombosis, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics,  
Emory University Hospital

w e b i n a r :
Over the last decade, there has been increasing awareness among 
healthcare providers that adolescent girls and women with bleeding 
symptoms should be evaluated for congenital bleeding disorders, 
such as von Willebrand disease (VWD), hemophilia carrier status, 
qualitative platelet disorders and rare bleeding disorders. The 
number of women and girls diagnosed with bleeding disorders and 
cared for at federally supported Hemophilia Treatment Centers 
grew by nearly 350% in the decade after 1990 and continues to grow 
exponentially. Unfortunately, diagnostic delays and misdiagnoses in 
this population are still common. 

In a U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) survey 
in 2004, women with VWD reported an average of six bleeding 
symptoms before receiving a diagnosis of VWD. This study also 
demonstrated an average time of 16 years from the onset of the first 
bleeding symptoms to clinical recognition of a bleeding disorder.  
Gender-specific bleeding assessment tools have been created to 
help with the rapid identification of women and girls who are at 
highest risk for bleeding disorders and, therefore, should receive 
diagnostic testing. However, hematologists, emergency department 
physicians, and ob-gyn providers continue to lack awareness of the 
usefulness of these assessment tools.

w h e n :

May 18th, 2017 
2:00–3:00pm et

l e a r n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s :

1. Describe the prevalence of congenital 
bleeding disorders in women and girls. 

2. Describe the utility of bleeding 
assessment tools in diagnosis of 
women and girls with congenital 
bleeding disorders.

3. List the management strategies for 
heavy bleeding and postpartum 
bleeding in women and girls with 
congenital bleeding disorders.

r e g i s t e r :
This webinar is free and open to public health 
professionals, clinicians, and researchers who  
desire more information about bleeding 
disorders. Advance registration is required and 
the number of attendees is limited.  

please preregister 
here: 

http://bit.ly/2nw0e3o

For more information please contact  
Cynthia Sayers: cay1@cdc.gov
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